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March 31, 2000

Utah Coal Regulatory Program

1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210
Box 145801

Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801

Attention: Pamela Grubaugh-Littig

Dear Ms. Grubaugh-Littig:

Enclosed please find two copies of the aforementioned. If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact me at (435) 472-4741.

Sincerely,
7%

ohnny Pappas
Sr. Environmental Engineer
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1. Permit Number ACT/007/038
2. Mine Name WILLOW CREEK MINE
3. Permittee Name PLATEAU MINING CORPORATION
4.  Operator Name
(if other than Permittee)
5. Permit Expiration Date APRIL 23, 2001
6.  Company Representative, Title JOHNNY PAPPAS, SR. ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEER
7.  Phone Number (435)472-4741
8.  Fax Number (435)472-4782
9.  Mailing Address PLATEAU MINING CORPORATION
847 NORTHWEST HIGHWAY 191
HELPER, UTAH 84526
10. Resident Agent, Title C.T. CORPORATION
Mailing Address 50 WEST BROADWAY
q SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84101 APE 0 4 anan
Divige =, oo
OIL, GAS sipi o

1. MSHA Mine ID(S) 42-02113 LEGAL IDENTITY

2. MSHA Impoundment(s) 1211-UT- SCHOOLHOUSE CANYON SEDIMENT POND 013
09-02113-
02
1211-UT- SCHOOLHOUSE CANYON REFUSE PILE
09-02113-
01

3. NPDES/UPDES Permit(s) UTG040012 4/30/03

(water)

4. PSD (Air) Permit(s) DAQE-037- | APPROVAL ORDER

00
@
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Reports INCLUDED or
Required? ON FILE w/DOGM?

Comments

1. Excess Spoil Piles X
2. Refuse Piles X X
3.  Impoundments X X

INCLUDED or
Required? ON FILE w/DOGM? Comments
YES NO YES | NO ON FILE
l 1. Climatological Data X
2. Subsidence Monitoring Data X X
3. Vegetation Monitoring Data X
4. Raptor Data X SUBMITTED WITH PERMIT UPDATE
5. Soils Monitoring Data X
6. Water Monitoring Data X
First Quarter Report X X
Second Quarter Report X X
Third Quarter Report X X
Fourth Quarter Report X X
7. Geological/Geophysical Data X
8. Engineering Data X
9. Other Data
RECLT
APRT 2000
. DIVISiON OF
OICGAS ART MINING
@




Changes in administration or corporate structure can often bring about necessary changes to information found in the mining and reclamation plan. The
Division is requesting that each permittee review and update the legal, financial, compli and related information in the plan as part of the Annual
Report. Provide the Department of Commerce, Annual Report of Officers, or other equivalent information as necessary to ensure that the information

provided in the plan is current. Provide any other changes as necessary regarding land ownership, lease acquisitions, legal results from appeals of violations,
or other changes as necessary to update information required in the mining and reclamation plan. Include any certified financial statements, audits or
worksheets which may be required to meet bonding requirements. Specify whether the information is currently ON FILE with the Division or included as
APPENDIX C to this Annual Report.

Report INCLUDED or
Legal/Financial Data: Required? ON FILE w/DOGM? Comments
ON FILE
1. Department of Commerce, X X UPDATE NOT DUE UNTIL SEPTEMBER
Annual Report of Officers
2. Other
LIST OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS X X WILL NEED TO AMEND MRP ACCORDINGLY

Copies of mine maps, current and up-to-date through at least December 31, 1998, are to be provided to the Division as APPENDIX D to this Annual Report
in accordance with the requirements of R645-301-525.270. These map copies shall be made in accordance with 30 CFR 75.1200, as required by MSHA.
U uest, mine maps shall be kept confidential by the Division.

WILLOW CREEK MINE - 1999 PRODUCTION MAP

Please provide any comments or further information to be included as part of the Annual Report. Any other attachments are to be provided as APPENDIX
E to this Annual Reoort.

Additional attachments to this report? [J No ®0 Yes

WILLOW CREEK CHANNEL STABILITY REPORT

, CVISION OF
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APPENDIX A

Certified Reports

Excess Spoil Piles
Refuse Piles
Impoundments

as required under R645-301-514

CONTENTS

ANNUAL SEDIMENT POND CERTIFICATIONS

REFUSE PILE CERTIFICATIONS



PLATEAU MINING CORPORATION
1999 SEDIMENT POND CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify that | am a Registered Professional Engineer in the State of Utah. | certify that |
have made an inspection of Sedlment Ponds 2, 10, 11, 12A, 12B, 13, 14, and 15 in the Willow
Creek Mine area.

All of the pond embankments appear to be stable and in good physical condition. There are no
apparent structural weaknesses or other hazardous conditions. | certify that | have reviewed the
documentation pertaining to Attachment A, and that to the best of my knowledge the information
shown thereon is accurate.

0 Wipae [ -17- 2000

Layne D. Jgfisen Date




ATTACHMENT A
SEDIMENT POND STORAGE CAPABILITIES
INSPECTED 11/23/99

Pond Decant Sediment Sediment Sediment Stora;_
No. Elevation Storage Storage Volume Remaining
Capacity Volume (Ac. Ft)
(Ac. Ft.) Used (%) |
1 6164.3 4.8 0 4.8
2 6153.8 0.05 0 0.05
10* 94.6 0.017 5 0.016
11* 97 0.81 0 0.81
12A 6101 0.16 25+ 0.12
12B 6095.3 0.64 0 0.64
13** 6250.2 5.9 30+ 413
" 14 95.3 0.72 25+ 0.54
“ 15 98.2 0.45 2 0.44
Il

+ Based on estimates due to water in the bottom of the pond.
* Elevations relative to open spillway elevation of 100.0

** Open channel spillway, MSHA Pond ID-1211-UT-09-00-165-02



Cyprus Plateau Mining Corporation
Quarterly Refuse Pile Certification
First Quarter 1999

| hereby certify that | am a registered professional engineer in the State of Utah. | certify
that | have made an inspection of the coal processing refuse pile at Cyprus Plateau Mining
Corporations' Willow Creek Mine in Carbon County Utah. To the best of my knowledge
the refuse pile has been constructed and maintained as designed. There are no apparent
areas of instability, structural weakness or other hazardous conditions. The piezometer
monitoring wells are dry. Wi,
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Cyprus Plateau Mining Corporation
Willow Creek Mine

Quarterly Refuse Pile Certification
Second Quarter 1999

I hereby certify that | am Registered Professional Engineer in the State of Utah and
that | have made an inspection of the coal processing refuse pile at Cyprus Plateau Mining
Corporation’s Willow Creek Mine in Carbon County, Utah. To the best of my knowledge
and belief, the refuse pile has been constructed and maintained as designed. No apparent

areas of instability, structural weakness, or other hazardous conditions were observed.
The associated piezometers are dry.

6 Tl 1999

Date:




Plateau Mining Corporation
Quarterly Refuse Pile Certification
Third Quarter 1999

| hereby certify that | am a registered professional engineer in the State of Utah. | certify
that | have made an inspection of the coal processing refuse pile at Plateau Mining
Corporations' Willow Creek Mine in Carbon County Utah. To the best of my knowledge
the refuse pile has been constructed and maintained as designed. There are no apparent
areas of instability, structural weakness




PLATEAU MINING CORPORATION

WILLOW CREEK MINE

QUARTERLY REFUSE PILE CERTIFICATION
FOURTH QUARTER, 1999

INSPECTED: 12/22/99

I hereby certify that | am a Registered Professional Engineer in the State of Utah. | certify that
I have made an inspection of the coal processing refuse pile at the Willow Creek Mine, in
Carbon County, Utah. To the best of my knowledge and belief, the refuse pile has been
constructed and maintained as designed.

There are no apparent areas of instability, structural weakness or other hazardous conditions.

%ﬂ%/u O/Wm [2-22-7

Layné D. Jefisen Date
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_ DIV OIL GRS & MINING ~ Fax:1-435-613-5828 May 5°00 9:22 P.01/01

PLATEAU MINING CORPORATION
1999 SEDIMENT POND CERTIFICATION

I hereby cartify that | am a Registered Professional Englngc‘?j in the State of Uteh. |
certify that | have made en inspection of Sediment Pond 001 at the Willow Creek
Mine.

The pond embankment sppears stable and in good physical condition. | did not
observe any apparent structural weaknesses or hazardous conditions. Slope stability
analyses indicate that the Pond 001 smbankment does not present a hazard 10 Willow
Creek or downstream structures. Modifications to the pond embankment have been
made according to the specifications in the permit document.

Tha following are the sadiment pond storage capabilities:

. Decant Elevation 6183.7 feet
Sediment Storage Capacity " 4.6 Acre-Feet

i Sediment Storage Volume Used 5%

. Sediment Storage Volume Remaining 4.37 Acre-Feet

vyne 1, goc. T ¢-00

Layne D. Jensér, P.E. ' Date




APPENDIX B

Reporting of Technical Data
including monitoring data, reports, maps, and other information
as required under the approved plan

or as required by the Division

in accordance with the requirements of R645-301-130 and R645-301-140.

CONTENT

1998 SUBSIDENCE REPORT

BARN CANYON DIVERSION CGD-5



Plateau Mining Corporation Subsidence Monitoring Report
Willow Creek Mine March 27, 2000

1999 SUBSIDENCE MONITORING REPORT
WILLOW CREEK MINE
ACT/007/006

INTRODUCTION

The Willow Creek Mine is owned and operated by Plateau Mining Corporation (PMC). The mine
is located approximately 10 miles north of Helper, Utah, at the extreme northwest end of the Book
Cliffs Coal Field. Mining commenced in the Fall of 1996 with continuous mining equipment to
develop entries to the proposed longwall panels. Longwall mining began in mid-1998.

This report presents the results of the 1999 subsidence monitoring. These data are presented in
accordance with the subsidence monitoring plan found in the Willow Creek Mining and Reclamation
Plan, Section 4.5.2.2.

MONITORING

Subsidence monitoring consisted of collecting elevation data for those portions of the property with
active mining. The monitoring network monuments were established in 1997 and are considered
baseline for the monitoring data. The subsidence monitoring network is based on six control points
on the Utah State Plane Coordinate System and the NAD 1927 seat level datum. From these six
points, an additional 158 monitoring points were established in 1997. Drawing 1 presents the
location of the monitoring points. These monitoring points were established in the field by driving
reinforced rods into the ground to a depth of 3 feet and installing an aluminum cap on top of the
rod, with the point number stamped into the cap.

For those sections of the mine with active mining, the monuments set in 1997 were surveyed and
elevations were determined using Global Positioning methods. These values are presented in
Table 1 for northing, easting and elevation. Table 1 also shows the surveyed elevations for 1998
and 1999. The differences between the 1997 and 1998 monitored elevations are shown as 1*
year, the difference between the 1997 and 1999 monitored elevations are shown as the 2™ year.

The subsidence points surveyed in 1997 but not in 1999 are triangles outlined in blue and open in -
the center, the points surveyed in 1999 are solid triangles (refer to Drawing 1).

Several potential errors (B-37, B-38, B-20, B-21) in surveying are included in Table 1, they have
been included for historic reference and will be checked during the subsidence survey in 2000.

Based on the data tabulations the subsidence data indicated that no significant subsidence has
occurred associated with the Willow Creek Mine. While some indications of subsidence are
possible, these readings are thought to be the results of variations in the survey equipment. All of
the subsidence readings except as noted above are less than the accuracy of the survey
equipment. Therefore, they may not be indicative of actual subsidence conditions.

Page 1



Plateau Mining Corporation Subsidence Monitoring Report
Willow Creek Mine March 27, 2000

PMC plans to survey the following subsidence points during the year 2000, if mining progresses
as currently planned.
CPSS-B1 through B67,

CPSS- BC1 through BC24 and
CPSS-BA 1 through BA3 and other subsidence points as required by mining activity.

Page 2
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BARN CANYON DIVERSION CGD-5

CASTLE GATE

' MONITORING POINTS
STATION DISTANCE FROM TOP OF PIN CHANGE
T0 FLOW LINE
ORIG. QUARTER 1 QUARTER 2 QUARTER 3 QUARTER 4 LAST ACC
12/94 1995 1995 1995 1995
#1 2.68 2.69 2.70 2.69 2.66 +0.03 +0.02
#2 2.13 *1.97 2.00 1.96 195 +0.01 +0.18
#3 2.64 **¥2.40 2.40 2.40 2.36 +0.04 +0.04
QUARTER1 QUARTER 2 QUARTER 3 QUARTER 4 LAST ACC
STATION 1997 1997 1997 1997
03/26/97 06/23/97 09/04/97 11/19/97
#1 2.55 2.55 2.58 2.49 0.09 0.19
#2 2.00 16 188 1.99 -0.11 0.14
#3 2.35 2.37 2.50 2.62 -0.12 0.02
‘ QUARTER 1 QUARTER 2 QUARTER 3 QUARTER 4 LAST ACC
1998 1998 1998 1998
03/20/98 05/19/98 09/24/98 11/18/98
#1 2.50 2.50 2.40 2.45 -0.05 0.23
#2 178 - 1.50 160 1.80 -0.20 0.33
#3 2.63 2.60 2.40 2.54 -0.14 -0.14
QUARTER 1 QUARTER 2 QUARTER 3 QUARTER 4 LAST ACC
1999 1999 1999 1999
03/10/99 06/28/99 09/27/99 11/12/99
#1 2.45 2.50 2.42 2.45 -0.03 0.23
#2 145 1.40 1.82 1.90 -0.08 0.23
#3 2.60 Pin Out 215 2.10 0.05 0.05
Reset at 2.15
NOTE:
)] All stations were installed on 12/13/94.
4] Cross-sections will be taken annually.
. A3) Measurements from top of pin to the flowline will be taken

quarterly.

¥ Increase due to Side Sluffage.
** Reset 03/29/95 - Originally in Frozen Ground,
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CROSS-SECTION $3

CASTLE GATE
DIVERSION CGD-5
MONITORING POINTS
CROSS—SECTIONS

¢
100 L . 100
\\ F
o~ T
\\ -~ ]/
95 N7 95
N
90 20
CROSS—SECTION §2
E g
|
100 '\\ /1 100
e
95 g5
90 90
0SS—-SEC 1
NOTE: (1) SECTION VIEW LOOKING UP FROM BARN CANYON.
(2) ELEVATIONS ARE RELATIVE.
l | |
CROSS-SECTION #1 CROSS-SECTION #2 CROSS-SECTION #3

11/12/99




APPENDIX C

Legal, Financial, Compliance and Related Information

Annual Report of Officers
as submitted to the Utah Department of Commerce

and other changes in ownership and control information
as required under R645-301-110.

CONTENTS

LIST OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
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APPENDIX D

Mine Maps

as required under R645-301-525.270.

CONTENTS

MAP NO.2 SHOWING 1999 MINING



APPENDIX E

Other Information
in accordance with the requirements of R645-301 and R645-302.
CONTENTS

WILLOW CREEK CHANNEL STABILITY REPORT

WILLOW CREEK STREAM CHANNEL MONITORING AND REVEGETATION ACTIVITIES




é c C @ INc. ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS

230 South 500 East, Suite 230 - Salt Lake City, Utah 84102-2015
MarCh 27 2000 (801) 322-4307 « FAX (801) 322-4308
b

Mr. Johnny Pappas
Plateau Mining Corporation
847 Northwest Highway 191
Helper, UT 84526

Re: Special Condition No. 12 on U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Permit No. 199450397

Dear Mr. Pappas:

This letter serves as an assessment of the function and stability of the relocated Willow Creek stream
channel, as required by Special Condition No. 12 of U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Permit No.
199450397. SWCA provided similar assessments to Cyprus Plateau in 1997, 1998 and 1999
(SWCA 1997, SWCA 1998, SWCA, 1999). SWCA (1997) included a summary of SWCA’s
involvement in the Willow Creek stream relocation project.

1999 Regional Hydrologic Summary

The USGS discontinued it’s gage on the Price Riverin September 1998, therefore we have no data
regarding 1999 flows.

. Willow Creek Stability Assessment

Based on a site inspection of Willow Creek conducted on July 14, 1999 by SWCA, the relocated channel
was stable and functional. Three years after the channel reconstruction, the channel was successfully
conveying flow and no streambank or channel structural failure was nouceable The channel continues to
remain a step-pool complex

The rockdams and habitat features built in the relocated stretch of Willow Creek appear to have held up well
after the 1997 and 1998 peak discharges.

Sincerely,v

Frtl e St

Bill McDav1tt

Hydrologist

SWCA, Inc. Environmental Consultants

KON

e

ALBUQUERQUE - AUSTIN - DENVER - DURANGO -+ FLAGSTAFF -+ HOUSTON - PHOENIX - SALT LAKE CITY - TUCSON
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Memos Referenced

SWCA, Inc. 1999. Special Condition No. 12 on U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Permit No.
199450397. Memo from Howard Gross, SWCA, Inc. Environmental Consultants (Salt Lake City),
to Johnny Pappas, Cyprus Plateau Mining Corp., dated March 12, 1999.

SWCA, Inc. 1998. Special Condition No. 12 on U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Permit No.
199450397. Memo from Howard Gross, SWCA, Inc. Environmental Consultants (Salt Lake City),
to Johnny Pappas, Cyprus Plateau Mining Corp., dated March 5, 1998.

SWCA, Inc. 1997. Special Condition No. 12 on U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Permit No.
199450397. Memo from Howard Gross, SWCA, Inc. Environmental Consultants (Salt Lake City),
to Ben Grimes, Cyprus Plateau Mining Corp., dated January 16, 1997.




Photo A (top, July 1996) and B (bottom, June 1999). Designed habitat features in upper stretch of relc?cated Willow
Creek, July 1996. Identified points "a" through "h" show that boulders and habitat features have remained stable for
. the past three years.
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Figure 2. Photo C (top, July 1996) and D (bottom, June 1999). Designed habitat features in upper stretch of relocated

Willow Creek, July 1996. Identified points "i" through "1" show that boulders and habitat features have remained
stable.



Willow Creek Stream Channel Plantings and Revegetation Monitoring

QDuring 1999, Plateau Mining Corporation planted an additional 300 willows and 200 narrow leaf cottonwoods
throughout the relocated segments of the stream channel. The plantings occurred on May 13, using willow
cuttings and cottonwood seedlings to augment existing populations.

The willows are doing well, however the cottonwoods did not do so well. Following the planting of the
cottonwoods, they were watered weekly for a month and a half to help them get established and offset the lack
of precipitation experienced during this dry period. The cottonwoods were planted higher up on the stream
channel and thereby needed watering until the root system could develop and seek out the moisture. With the
hot spell following the planting, the trees didn’t survive.

For 2000, an additional 100 to 200 cottonwood trees will be planted and this time, planting will be in'sand bars
located within the stream channel. Hopefully, by planting them closer to the water source success will be much
greater. Plateau will continue to put forth the effort to get the cottonwoods established within the relocated
segments of the stream channel.

Vegetation establishment along the stream channel banks is progressing slowly. There is still a concern with the
cheat grass, which should be evaluated during 2000. It may become necessary to consider selective herbicide
application to eradicate the cheat grass and allow for native vegetation to succeed. We are presently evaluating
an area that was reseeded in 1998, using a sugar treatment that may or may not have any affect on the cheat
grass.

other reason why vegetation is struggling, mostly along the northern streambank of the lower segment, may
be due to the lack of growth media over the riprap. This will also be evaluated during year 2000, and if so, then
additional growth media will be redistributed and reseeded. The source for the growth media will, in all
likelihood, be from the Willow Creek topsoil stockpile.

Plateau will continue to work with DOGM to ensure revegetation success is achieved.



